
In Brief

•  Structura delivered new curtain walling and glazing to give this 
old building a sleek, modern look

•  Existing retained windows were refurbished and re-sprayed in situ

•  Addition of an elegant scalloped curtain wall to unify the new 
upper stories with the original building

•  Innovative use of Schueco FW50+ Vertical Façade System with 
bespoke pressed metal panelling

•  Curtain walling using faceted aluminium coping 

•  Building now has a BREEAM rating of Very Good

Pinnacle House was a squat, 1980’s brick and concrete framed 
office block. The owners, Aviva Investors and Kingston Estates, asked 
London architects Matt Architecture for a radical redesign that 
would create more lettable space and make the building make the 
most of its landmark location in Wimbledon, south west London.

Project Overview

Clients: Aviva Investors and 
Kingston Estates

Architect: Matt Architecture, London

Project Manager: ISG

Purpose: Complete refurbishment of 
a 1980s office building with three 
stories of new lettable space

Main Challenges: A very tight delivery 
schedule and fixed budget

Key Benefits: This is now an iconic 
building in a prominent site in 
Wimbledon with almost twice the 
amount of floorspace 

PINNACLE HOUSE, WIMBLEDON
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THE CHALLENGE

THE SOLUTION

Matt Architecture proposed a design 
that reconfigured the internal 
layout and increased lettable 
space significantly by adding three 
new stories. 

Project managers ISG commissioned 
Structura to design, fabricate and 
install specialist new anodised 
aluminium panels to unite 
the new upper floors with the 
main body of the old building. 
Structura’s Refinishing Services 
team also undertook a full in-situ 
refurbishment of the glazing and 
aluminium paneling in the existing 
parts of the building. 

To meet the architect’s brief, 
Structura used the Schueco 
FW50+ Vertical Façade System, 
incorporating bespoke pressed 
metal panelling for the upper floors. 

The rain screen panels were 
specially designed for Pinnacle 
House and produced using 3mm 
aluminium sheet with dressed and 

welded corners. The panels are 
finished in four shades of grey-
coloured Anodite metallic Syntha 
Pulvin finish, which gradually 
become lighter in tone as they 
go up the building giving it a 
shimmering appearance.

To add detail and depth to the 
façade, the architects designed 
gentle curves which were achieved 
using solid polyester powder-
coated panels.

The main curtainwall consists of 
facetted aluminium coping with 
high- performance Insulated 
Glazed Units. 

John Lacey a partner at Matt 
Architecture explained, “Structura 
developed the design intent and 
realised the vision excellently, 
working with us to develop 
innovative design solutions such 
as the curved fin profile which is a 
distinctive feature of the building.” 
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The clients, Aviva Insurance and Kingston Estates, specified a very high quality finish for the refurbishment as 
part of a project costing around £11m in total. The building’s owners had a local tenant waiting to move in, so the 
timescale was fixed with works beginning in autumn 2016 having to be finished by spring 2017. 

The architects, London-based Matt Architecture, knew that they wanted to use Schueco curtain walling and 
windows to achieve the high-quality finish specified by the clients. Once the decision to use Schueco products 
had been made, Structura was a natural choice to install both the curtain walling and to undertake the glazing 
refurbishment due to its 25 years of curtain wall engineering experience, along with a dedicated Refinishing 
Services arm.
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The new façade means that the building looks brand new and sits proudly in its prominent position at a junction 
close to Wimbledon station. Its graduated grey panels and distinctive scalloped curtain walling can be seen from 
many of the nearby streets, but blends sympathetically with old and new buildings in the surrounding area. 

In total, the refurbishment has delivered: 

•  1700 square metres of new usable space, giving it a net lettable area of 4500m2 

•  A BREEAM rating of ‘Very Good’, compared with its previous EPC rating of D

•  Significantly improved Uf and Uw values

John Lacey of Matt Architecture concluded, “Refurbishing and re-cladding Pinnacle House has dramatically 
transformed the building. It’s been very successful for our client and is a project that the whole team is proud of. 
By working with Structura and Schueco, we have delivered a building which has a new lease of life for its owner, 
tenants and Wimbledon town centre.” 

The building is now occupied by its new tenants, a local tech company with over 380 employees.

THE RESULT

BEFORE AFTER



For more information, contact Structura UK. Phone: 020 8397 4361 or email: mail@structura.co.uk
Head Office: Unit 1, Oakcroft Road, Chessington, Surrey KT9 1RH 

RECENT PROJECTS:

Structura

• Congress Theatre, Eastbourne

• Pinnacle House, London

• Devonshire Square, London

• Vantage Point, London

• International House, London

• Cannon Bridge House, London

• Aldwych House, London

• Medway House, Newbury 

•  Brakespear Park,  
Hemel Hempstead

• Elsinore House, Hammersmith

•  Evelina Children’s Hospital, 
London

• Maxwell House, Newbury 

Kawall 

• Odeon, Bournemouth

• Picture House, Crouch End 

• West Croydon Bus Garage

• Featherstone School, Southall

• RAF Marham

• Leeds College of Building
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Structura UK supplies, manufactures and installs bespoke curtain walling, rainscreens, windows, glazed doors, atria 
glazing and roofs using a choice of high-performance aluminium systems including Schueco and RAICO. 

We provide architects, surveyors and facilities managers with advice and project management for refurbishments, 
alterations, remedial improvements, planned maintenance and new-builds. 

Structura is the sole distributor for England, Wales and Northern Ireland of Kalwall®, the unique translucent wall 
and roof system which offers the highest levels of insulation and transmission of diffused daylight on the market. 
Kalwall provides superior insulation and solar control for walls, skylights, roofs, canopies and walkways. 


